
Welcome to the 237th Session of the Medical Society of London.  I thought it might be useful to highlight some developments as well as introducing the year’s programme which is enclosed with this letter.

There are a number of themes within the programme.  Personal survival is one – How to survive aircraft accidents (April 12th), Pandemic flu (October 26th – ‘Will you die and/or can you help’) and Terrorists’ weapons (February 22nd  - ‘Nasty chemicals, nasty bugs’).  

Clearly, I could not let the year pass without some contributions arising out of our current conflicts and my own presentation (October 12th) will consider the extent to which doctors actually make a difference in the pre-hospital environment – it will be for you to decide however!  Pain has been one of my personal initiatives and my subject matter expert will be presenting on ‘pain – how to avoid it’ (March 22nd).  Mental health is also currently one of my pre-occupations and data from the US and UK appear to be very different, leading to the question as to whether there is a difference in mental robustness between our nations (November 9th – Do Limeys trump Yanks)?.  The issues arising from the use of blood (all also affecting the civilian medicine) has also been a pre-occupation, so I have asked our own Fellow, Marcela Contreras, to deliver the Lettsomian Lecture on ‘Blood – Still the Elixir of Life?’ (April 26th)  To round off the military theme, we have what should be an amusing presentation on early medicine in ‘life at the cutting edge of the Roman Army’ (8th February). 
Pandemic flu and current conflicts remind us that we live in a global community; there is therefore a presentation on ‘Global Health  - why should we care?’ as well as one on whether international humanitarian law is still relevant (November 23rd). 
Almost finally, but by no means least, we have Aidan Halligan speaking at our annual dinner on doctors and leadership (March 8th), Dame Carole Black giving the first Lloyd Roberts Lecture, that is now wholly owned by the Medical Society of London, on ill health and work (‘The Forgotten Worker – the untreated unwell’ -25th January).
Council agreed, as a trial, cooperation with our neighbours the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine.  As well as joining two of our meetings, we have jointly arranged, again by way of a trial, a debate on NICE, when the Chair of NICE (Sir Michael Rawlins) and Professor  Munir Pirmohamed from the Fellowship will engage in ‘a NICE debate’ (January 11th).  Council has also agreed to specifically identifying one of the meetings in 2010 as an ‘open meeting’ where we hope to attract local medical practitioners with a view to expanding our membership – you will be encouraged to also invite prospective Fellows.  Finally, I am exploring the possibility of a summer outing to the Wellcome Museum to see some of the Medical Society of London’s documents and hear how they are being preserved.  We will be seeing feedback on the programme to inform future sessions.
As well as the trial with the Fellowship of Postgraduate Medicine, there are other changes.  We have a new Registrar, Commander Roger Ireland MBE whose brief biography is enclosed and I hope you will introduce yourselves to him.  The Charity Commission have also given us the ‘all clear’ on our new constitution and we will be migrating from the old to the new over the course of the coming year.  Most of this will be invisible to the Fellows, but please feel free to enquire on progress if you are interested.  Perhaps the most significant change is that the legal responsibility for the Society is once again in the hands of the Trustees rather than in Council with Council, on which the Registrar is now a full member, being responsible for the Society’s day to day activities. 
Regrettably, I must mention finance.  Over all recent years expenditure has exceeded income, although not to an extent that threatens our short or medium term viability.  However, if the Society is to survive into its fourth century we need to secure our financial future.  The new Registrar is on the case, but to provide some reassurance neither he nor I believe that raising subscriptions or wholesale changes to the ambience of the Society is the solution!
Finally, although we have a date and a speaker for our Annual Dinner I have not chosen a location owing to the cost of those that are available.  We will thus be seeking your views on what you consider value for money – locations such as the Tower of London or the Royal Hospital are available but, even with my connections, at a cost that I am not sure Fellows will consider provides ‘Value for Money’.

I, the staff, Council and Trustees look forward to seeing you in this the 237th Session of the Society.


